Obstructive sleep apnea is a false-negative cause of flow velocity paradoxus in pericardial effusion: case report.
We report on a patient with obstructive sleep apnea in whom percutaneous transmyocardial revascularization was complicated by hemopericardium. Absence of phasic variation in the transmitral and transtricuspid Doppler inflow velocities during apneic episodes and marked variation during spontaneous respiration were identified with a respirometer, and helped us identify a novel false-negative cause of flow velocity paradoxus.